
Behavior Rules for Students Using School Computers and Networks  
The use of computers, whether stand-alone, as a part of a local area network, or as part of a wide area 
network such as the Internet, is a privilege, not a right, and must be consistent with and driven by the 
educational objectives of the Lancaster School District. Any use that is not consistent with these 
objectives is prohibited.  
Computers and all associated data storage and transfer devices are owned by the school. The school 
exercises exclusive control over this school property, and students should not expect privacy regarding 
their use of any school computer or network because school property is subject to search and inspection 
at any time by school officials. This search and inspection includes but is not limited to electronic mail, 
Internet access, file storage and transfer. Students are responsible for whatever is contained in computer 
files assigned to them.  
Any student engaging in the behaviors identified below upon first offense will be denied access to the 
computer and/or computer networks for 15 school days or the remainder of the school year whichever 
comes first. Upon second offense the student will be denied access for 90 school days or the reminder of 
the school year whichever comes first. Upon the third offense the student will be denied access for 180 
school days or the remainder of the school year whichever comes first. The disciplinary action prescribed 
by these rules may be supplemented by disciplinary action permitted by any other policy or practice of the 
Lancaster School District or by individual school rules as provide to the student in writing prior to its 
enforcement.  
Students using a computer connected to the Internet, an international computer network, are able to 
access computer and people all over the world. Sites exist on the Internet that contain illegal, indecent 
defamatory, inaccurate, or offensive material. The Lancaster School District does not condone student 
access to unsuitable materials, and it maintains software designed to prevent student access to such 
materials. The Lancaster School District also recognizes that it cannot control the information on other 
computer systems and that it may not be physically possible to screen out all such inappropriate 
information and materials. All student Internet activities are subject to being monitored.  
It is primary responsibility of the parent(s) and guardian(s) to establish and convey the standards that 
their child or ward should follow. In support of parent(s) and guardian(s) the Lancaster School District will 
enforce the minimum appropriate computer use standards set out below. If a student uses a computer or 
the Internet inappropriately, he/she will be subject to the disciplinary actions stated above.  
 
Inappropriate use of computers shall be defined as:  
The creation, display, access, transmission, reception, exchange or distribution of any text, image or 
sound that is indecent, obscene, racist, sexist, pervasively vulgar, defamatory, illegal, or that promotes 
harm to self of others.  

Using computers or computer networks to harass or threaten individuals or groups.  

Vandalizing computers, computer systems or computer networks.  

This includes any attempt to alter or destroy data of another user to endanger the integrity of a computer 
or computer network or the data stored thereon (including the introduction of any virus), any deletion of or 
alteration to system files or data, and damaging equipment. The unauthorized examination or copying of 
files or data belonging to others is also defined as vandalism.  

Violating copyright law. This includes using unauthorized copies of software and making transmitting, 
receiving, exchanging, and/or distributing unauthorized copies of software. Violating copyright laws will be 
considered theft.  

Plagiarizing computer-copyrighted materials in reports and assignments is also defined as inappropriate 
use.  

Gaining or attempting to gain unauthorized access to computers, computer networks, or computer files or 
data. This includes evading or attempting to evade software designed to prevent or monitor inappropriate 
access to the Internet.  

Gaining or attempting to gain, unauthorized access to a personal account or file of another individual.  

Forgery of or interference with electronic mail messages. This includes impersonation of another person 
while sending e-mail messages, using a false or anonymous name, age, gender or identifier, and the 
reading, deleting, copying or modifying of any other person’s electronic mail.  

Using computer or computer networks to commit, facilitate, encourage or promote illegal acts.  



Using computers or computer networks to commit, facilitate, encourage or promote the unauthorized or 
fraudulent use of a credit card.  

Using computers or computer networks for a non-educational purpose, such as advertising or commercial 
purposes.  

Giving another individual a personal password or letting another individual use a personal account.  

Knowingly introducing materials forbidden by the Lancaster School District into the Lancaster School 
District computers and/or systems via any electronic storage media. This is defined as indecent, obscene, 
racist, sexist, pervasively vulgar, defamatory, offensive, or illegal material, or materials promoting harm to 
self or others.  
 

Cell Phones/Electronic Devices  
Students shall not use personal electronic signaling devices on the school campus including, but not 
limited to: cellular/digital telephones for voice usage, digital imaging, or text messaging. If a student has a 
cell phone in their possession on campus it must remain concealed and turned off.  
Students shall not possess or use other personal mobile communication devices such as digital media 
players, personal digital assistants (PDAs), compact disc players, portable game consoles, cameras, 
digital scanners, etc. except as a part of direct classroom instruction.  
If disruption occurs, the employee shall direct the student to turn off the device and/or confiscate it. If a 
school employee finds it necessary to confiscate a device, he/she may either return it at the end of the 
class period or school day or keep it until the principal or designee has consulted with the student’s 
parent/guardian. The parent may be required to come to the school to pick up the device. 8  



Items Not Allowed at School  
Please note that the following prohibitions apply to students while they are on the way to school, at 
school, and on the way home, as well as at any school related event.  
Electronic devices such as cameras (sites may make an exception on the last day of school and 8th grade 
Magic Mountain Day), MP3 players, iPods, Zunes, or any similar device, video game players (including 
Nintendo DS, Sony PSP, etc.), CD players, and the like are not permitted.  

Personal items unrelated to school activities, such as toys, collectible cards, games, dice, pictures and 
photographs, magazines, and drawings are not permitted. This includes any pictures of any kind in a 
student’s folder.  

Students may not bring a gun, a knife, a weapon, or any item that looks like one of these to school. 
Students who violate this policy may be suspended or expelled, in accordance with the California 
Education Code. Students violating this policy may also be referred to the school deputy for criminal 
prosecution.  

Permanent markers such as Sharpies are illegal for students to possess, and are absolutely forbidden at 
school. Students found with permanent markers will have the item(s) confiscated, and will be cited by a 
sheriff deputy.  

Students may not bring liquid White-Out to school. Correction tape is permitted.  

Students may not possess illegal drugs or tobacco on campus. Those who violate this rule may be 
subject to suspension or expulsion, in accordance with California Education Code.  

Students may not possess any medication, including over-the counter drugs (e.g. Tylenol, Excedrin, etc.) 
or prescription medications, except upon the written request from a licensed physician who has the 
responsibility for the medical management of the pupil.  

Spray deodorants, spray colognes, and any other spray fragrances are not permitted, as they may lead to 
allergic reactions in some people. Stick or roll-on deodorants are encouraged.  

Laser pointers are not permitted at school.  

Skateboards, roller-blades, roller shoes, scooters, etc., are not permitted at school nor are they to be 
ridden on campus after school.  
 
Any of the above items may be confiscated by school personnel. It is the parent’s responsibility to come 
to the office to pick up such items. After six months, items not claimed may be donated to a charitable 
organization.  

The school, the district, and its employees shall not be liable for lost or stolen items. 
It is the students’ responsibility to monitor personal belongs during the school day. It 
is the responsibility of the student/parent to check for missing items in the 
designated lost and found area on campus.  
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