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4th Grade: 2016-17 Year at a Glance (YAAG) 

Unit/Length Unit 1- 10 Weeks Unit 2- 8 Weeks Unit 3- 6 Weeks Unit 4- 7 Weeks Unit 5- 6 Weeks 

Dates 8/8 – 10/14 10/17 – 12/15 1/9 – 2/16 2/21 – 4/21 4/24 – 6/2 

District Assessment TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Districtwide 
Cultural Focus 

Understanding ourselves helps us 
respect and empathize with 

others. 

We become better citizens 
when we learn about our own 

culture and the culture of 
others. 

Culture influences how we see 
the world. 

 

We value and respect others 
by focusing on their 

strengths. 

Through understanding and 
action, we will improve the 

world for ourselves and others. 

Theme Title Know Your Surroundings Dynamic Interactions Eureka! Transformation Adaptation 

P21 Themes Global Awareness and 
Environmental Literacy 

Civic, Environmental, and 
Health Literacy 

Financial, Economic, Business, 
and Entrepreneurial Literacy 

Financial, Economic, 
Business, and Entrepreneurial 

Literacy 

Global Awareness, 
Environmental and Civic Literacy 

Enduring 
Understanding 

Related to P21 Themes 

Our surroundings can change 
through various processes. 

Dynamic interactions occur 
between people, the 

environment, and one 
another. 

Discovery and conflict help 
shape and expand our world. 

Transformation and 
adaptation help living 

organisms live and thrive. 

Understanding is gained by 
examining and questioning the 

world we live in. 

Second Step 
Curriculum 

 
(Please refer to the 

Second Step Schedule 
for more detailed 

information) 

Unit 1 – Empathy and Skills for Learning 
Empathy and Respect 
Listening with Attention (Active Listening)** 
Being Assertive 
Respecting Similarities and Differences 
Additional weeks allotted for review 
Unit 2 – Emotion Management 
Understanding Complex Feelings 
Understanding Different Perspectives 
Calming Down Anger 
Managing Anxiety 
Avoiding Jumping to Conclusions 
Handling Put-Downs 
Additional weeks allotted for review 

Unit 3 – Problem Solving 
Solving Problems, Part I 
Solving Problems, Part II 
Making a Plan 
Solving Playground Problems 
Taking Responsibility for Your Actions 
Reviewing Second Step Skills 
Bullying Prevention  
Class Rules (Bullying) 
Recognize, Report, Refuse 
Bystander Power 
Bystander Responsibility 
Bystanders to Cyber Bullying 
Additional weeks allotted for review 
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Writing Focus Informative Opinion Narrative Informative, Opinion, Narrative 

CCSS  
(Writing) 

 
 

Writing is to be 
conducted in all 
content areas 

W.4.2 Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 

         W.4.2a Introduce a topic clearly 
and group related information in 
paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. W.4.2b Develop 
the topic with facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples 
related to the topic.  
W.4.2c Link ideas within 
categories of information using 
words and phrases (e.g., another, 
for example, also, because).  
 W.4.2d Use precise language 
and domain-specific vocabulary 
to inform about or explain the 
topic.  
W.4.2e Provide a concluding 
statement or section related to 
the information or explanation 
presented.  

W.4.1  Write opinion pieces 
on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons 
and information. 
W.4.1a  Introduce a topic or 
text clearly, state an opinion, 
and create an organizational 
structure in which related 
ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 
W.4.1b Provide reasons that 
are supported by facts and 
details. 
W.4.1c Link opinion and 
reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g.,  
for instance, in order to, in 
addition). 
W.4.1d  Provide a concluding 
statement or section  
related to the opinion 
presented 
 
 

W.4.3 Write narratives to 
develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive 
details, and clear event 
sequences. 
W.4.3a  Orient the reader by 
establishing a situation and  
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally. 
W.4.3b Use dialogue and 
description to develop  
experiences and events or show 
the responses of characters to 
situations. 
W.4.3c Use a variety of 
transitional words and phrases 
to manage the sequence of 
events. 
W.4.3d Use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory details to 
convey experiences and events 
precisely. 
W.4.3e Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the narrated  
experiences or events. 

Writing opportunities in all 3 genres should be included across 
all content areas.  
 
This includes both short constructed responses and extended 
constructed responses. 
 

CCSS  
(Writing) 

CONTINUED 
 
 

Writing is to be 
conducted in all 
content areas. 

 
These writing 
standards are 

applicable to all 
genres 

W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing  (including multiple-paragraph texts) in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience.  
W.4.5 With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 4.) 
W.4.6  With some guidance and support from adults, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate  
with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting 
W.4.7  Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of different aspects of a topic 
W.4.8 Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes, paraphrase, and categorize information, 
and provide a list of sources.  
W.4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
W.4.9a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
[e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”). 
W.4.9b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”). 
W.4.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of  
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
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CA Social Studies 
Standards 

4.1 Students demonstrate an 
understanding of the physical 
and human geographic  
features that define places and 
regions in California.  
4.1.1 Explain and use the 
coordinate grid system of 
latitude and longitude to 
determine the absolute 
locations of places in California 
and on Earth.  
4.1.2 Distinguish between the 
North and South Poles; the 
equator and the prime 
meridian; the tropics; and the 
hemispheres, using coordinates 
to plot locations.  
4.1.3 Identify the state capital 
and describe the various regions 
of California, including how  
their characteristics and 
physical environments (e.g., 
water, landforms, vegetation,  
climate) affect human activity.  
4.1.4 Identify the locations of 
the Pacific Ocean, rivers, 
valleys, and mountain passes 
and explain their effects on the 
growth of towns.  
4.1.5 Use maps, charts, and 
pictures to describe how 
communities in California vary 
in land use, vegetation, wildlife, 
climate, population density, 
architecture, services, and 
transportation.  
 

4.2 Students describe the 
social, political, cultural, and 
economic life and 
interactions among people of 
California from the pre-
Columbian societies to the 
Spanish mission and Mexican 
rancho periods.  
4.2.1  Discuss the major 
nations of California Indians, 
including their geographic 
distribution, economic 
activities, legends, and 
religious beliefs; and describe 
how they depended on, 
adapted to, and modified the 
physical environment by 
cultivation of land and use of 
sea resources.  
4.2.2. Identify the early land 
and sea routes to, and 
European settlements in, 
California with a focus on the 
exploration of the North 
Pacific (e.g., by Captain James 
Cook, Vitus Bering, Juan 
Cabrillo), noting especially the 
importance of mountains, 
deserts, ocean currents, and 
wind patterns.  
4.2.3  Describe the Spanish 
exploration and colonization 
of California, including the 
relationships among soldiers, 
missionaries, and Indians 
(e.g., Juan Crespi, Junipero 
Serra, Gaspar de  
Portola).  
4.2.4  Describe the mapping 
of, geographic basis of, and 
economic factors in the 
placement and function of 
the Spanish missions; and 
understand how the mission 
system expanded the 
influence of Spain and 
Catholicism throughout New 
Spain and Latin America.  
4.2.5  Describe the daily lives 

4.3 Students explain the 
economic, social, and political life 
in California from the 
establishment of the Bear Flag 
Republic through the Mexican-
American War, the Gold Rush, 
and the granting of statehood.  
4.3.1 Identify the locations of 
Mexican settlements in California 
and those of other settlements, 
including Fort Ross and Sutter’s 
Fort.  
4.3.2 Compare how and why 
people traveled to California and 
the routes they traveled  
(e.g., James Beckwourth, John 
Bidwell, John C. Fremont, Pio 
Pico).  
4.3.3  Analyze the effects of the 
Gold Rush on settlements, daily 
life, politics, and the physical 
environment (e.g., using 
biographies of John Sutter, 
Mariano Guadalupe Vallejo,  
Louise Clapp).  
4.3.4 Study the lives of women 
who helped build early California 
(e.g., Biddy Mason).  
4.3.5 Discuss how California 
became a state and how its new 
government differed from those 
during the Spanish and Mexican 
periods.  
 

4.4 Students explain how 
California became an 
agricultural and industrial 
power, tracing the 
transformation of the 
California economy and its 
political and cultural 
development since the 
1850s.  
4.4.1 Understand the story 
and lasting influence of the 
Pony Express, Overland Mail 
Service, Western Union, and 
the building of the 
transcontinental railroad, 
including the contributions of 
Chinese workers to its 
construction.  
4.4.2 Explain how the Gold 
Rush transformed the 
economy of California, 
including the  
types of products produced 
and consumed, changes in 
towns (e.g., Sacramento, San  
Francisco), and economic 
conflicts between diverse 
groups of people.  
4.4.3 Discuss immigration 
and migration to California 
between 1850 and 1900, 
including the diverse 
composition of those who 
came; the countries of origin 
and their relative locations; 
and conflicts and accords 
among the diverse groups 
(e.g., the 1882 Chinese  
Exclusion Act).  
4.4.4 Describe rapid 
American immigration, 
internal migration, 
settlement, and the growth 
of towns and cities (e.g., Los 
Angeles).  
4.4.5  Discuss the effects of 
the Great Depression, the 
Dust Bowl, and World War II 
on  

4.5 Students understand the 
structures, functions, and 
powers of the local, state, and 
federal governments as 
described in the U.S. 
Constitution.  
4.5.1  Discuss what the U.S. 
Constitution is and why it is 
important (i.e., a written 
document that defines the 
structure and purpose of the 
U.S. government and describes 
the shared powers of federal, 
state, and local governments).  
4.5.2  Understand the purpose 
of the California Constitution, its 
key principles, and its relation 
ship to the U.S. Constitution.  
4.5.3 Describe the similarities 
(e.g., written documents, rule of 
law, consent of the governed, 
three separate branches) and 
differences (e.g., scope of 
jurisdiction, limits on 
government powers, use of the 
military) among federal, state, 
and local governments.  
4.5.4  Explain the structures and 
functions of state governments, 
including the roles and re-
sponsibilities of their elected 
officials.  
4.5.5  Describe the components 
of California’s governance 
structure (e.g., cities and towns,  
Indian rancherias and 
reservations, counties, school 
districts).  
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of the people, native and 
nonnative, who occupied the 
presidios, missions, ranchos, 
and pueblos.  
4.2.6  Discuss the role of the 
Franciscans in changing the 
economy of California from a 
hunter-gatherer economy to 
an agricultural economy.  
4.2.7 Describe the effects of 
the Mexican War for 
Independence on Alta 
California, including its effects 
on the territorial boundaries 
of North America.  
4.2.8  Discuss the period of 
Mexican rule in California and 
its attributes, including land 
grants, secularization of the 
missions, and the rise of the 
rancho economy.  

California.  
4.4.6 Describe the 
development and locations of 
new industries since the turn 
of the century, such as the 
aerospace industry, 
electronics industry, large-
scale commercial agriculture 
and irrigation projects, the oil 
and automobile industries, 
communications and defense 
industries, and important 
trade links with the Pacific 
Basin.  
4.4.7 Trace the evolution of 
California’s water system into 
a network of dams, 
aqueducts, and reservoirs.  
4.4.8  Describe the history 
and development of 
California’s public education 
system, including universities 
and community colleges.  
4.4.9 Analyze the impact of 
twentieth-century 
Californians on the nation’s 
artistic and cultural 
development, including the 
rise of the entertainment 
industry (e.g., Louis B. Meyer, 
Walt Disney, John Steinbeck, 
Ansel Adams, Dorothea 
Lange, John Wayne).  

CA Science  
Standards 

4.5 Earth Science- 
Waves, wind, water, and ice 
shape and reshape Earth’s land 
surface. As a basis for  
understanding this concept:  
4.5a Students know some 
changes in the earth are due to 
slow processes, such as erosion, 
and some changes are due to 
rapid processes, such as 
landslides, volcanic eruptions, 
and earthquakes.  
4.5b Students know natural 
processes, including freezing 
and thawing and the growth of 
roots, cause rocks to break 

4.4 Earth Science –  
The properties of rocks and 
minerals reflect the 
processes that formed them. 
As a basis for understanding 
this concept:  
 
4.4a Students knowhow to 
differentiate among igneous, 
sedimentary, and metamor-
phic rocks by referring to 
their properties and methods 
of formation (the rock cycle).  
4.4b Students know how to 
identify common rock-
forming minerals (including 

4.1 Physical Science –  
Electricity and magnetism are 
related effects that have many 
useful applications in everyday 
life. As a basis for understanding 
this concept:  
  
4.1a Students know how to design 
and build simple series and 
parallel circuits by using 
components such as wires, 
batteries, and bulbs.  
4.1b Students know how to build 
a simple compass and use it to 
detect magnetic effects, including 
Earth’s magnetic field.  

4.2 Life Science –  
All organisms need energy 
and matter to live and grow. 
As a basis for understanding 
this concept:  
 
4.2a Students knowplants are 
the primary source of matter 
and energy entering most 
food chains.  
4.2b Students know 
producers and consumers 
(herbivores, carnivores, 
omnivores, and 
decomposers) are related in 
food chains and food webs 

4.3 Life Science –  
Living organisms depend on 
one another and on their 
environment for survival. As a 
basis for understanding this 
concept:  
 
4.3a Students know ecosystems 
can be characterized by their 
living and nonliving 
components.  
4.3b Students know that in any 
particular environment, some 
kinds of plants and animals 
survive well, some survive less 
well, and some cannot survive 
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down into smaller pieces.  
4.5c Students know moving 
water erodes landforms, 
reshaping the land by taking it 
away from some places and 
depositing it as pebbles, sand, 
silt, and mud in other places 
(weathering, transport, and 
deposition).  
 
4.6 Investigation and 
Experimentation- 
Scientific progress is made by 
asking meaningful questions 
and conducting careful  
investigations. As a basis for 
understanding this concept and 
addressing the content  
in the other three strands, 
students should develop their 
own questions and perform  
investigations. Students will:  
4.6a Differentiate observation 
from inference (interpretation) 
and know scientists’ 
explanations come partly from 
what they observe and partly 
from how they interpret their 
observations.  
4.6b Measure and estimate the 
weight, length, or volume of 
objects.  
4.6c Formulate and justify 
predictions based on cause-and-
effect relationships.  
4.6d  Conduct multiple trials to 
test a prediction and draw 
conclusions about the  
relationships between 
predictions and results.  
4.6e Construct and interpret 
graphs from measurements.  
4.6f Follow a set of written 
instructions for a scientific 
investigation.  

quartz, calcite, feldspar, mica, 
and hornblende) and ore 
minerals by using a table of 
diagnostic properties.  
 
Continue teaching: 
4.6a-f: Investigation and 
Experimentation 
(see unit 1) 

4.1c Students know electric 
currents produce magnetic fields 
and know how to build a simple 
electromagnet.  
4.1d Students know 
the role of electromagnets in the 
construction of electric motors,  
electric generators, and simple 
devices, such as doorbells and 
earphones.  
4.1d Students know electrically 
charged objects attract or repel 
each other.  
4.1f Students know that magnets 
have two poles (north and south) 
and that like poles repel each 
other while unlike poles attract 
each other.  
4.1g Students know electrical 
energy can be converted to heat, 
light, and motion.  
 
Continue teaching: 
4.6a-f: Investigation and 
Experimentation 
(see unit 1) 

and may compete with each 
other for resources in an 
ecosystem.  
4.2c Students know 
decomposers, including many 
fungi, insects, and 
microorganisms, recycle 
matter from dead plants and 
animals.  
 
 
Continue teaching: 
4.6a-f: Investigation and 
Experimentation 
(see unit 1) 

at all.  
4.3c Students know many plants 
depend on animals for 
pollination and seed dispersal, 
and animals depend on plants 
for food and shelter.  
4.3d Students know that most 
microorganisms do not cause 
disease and that many are 
beneficial.  
 
Continue teaching: 
4.6a-f: Investigation and 
Experimentation 
(see unit 1) 
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CCSS Reading 

(Foundational Skills) 

RF.4.3 Know and apply grade-
level phonics and word  
analysis skills in decoding words 
RF.4.3a  Use combined 
knowledge of all letter-sound  
correspondences, syllabication 
patterns, and morphology (e.g., 
roots and affixes) to read  
accurately unfamiliar 
multisyllabic words in  
context and out of context 
RF.4.4 Read with sufficient 
accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension. 
RF4.4a Read on-level text with 
purpose and understanding. 
RF4.4b Read on-level prose and 
poetry orally with  
accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive 
readings. 
RF.4.4c  Use context to confirm 
or self-correct word  recognition 
and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 
 

Continue teaching: 
RF.4.3a (see unit 1) 
RF.4.4a-c (see unit 1) 

Continue teaching: 
RF.4.3a (see unit 1) 
RF.4.4a-c (see unit 1) 

Continue teaching: 
RF.4.3a (see unit 1) 
RF.4.4a-c (see unit 1) 

Continue teaching: 
RF.4.3a (see unit 1) 
RF.4.4a-c (see unit 1) 

 
CCSS Reading 

(Informational Text) 

RI.4.1 Refer to details and 
examples in a text when  
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text. 
RI.4.4 Determine the meaning 
of general academic and 
domain-specific words or 
phrases in a text relevant to a 
grade 4 topic or subject area. 
(See grade 4 Language 
standards 4–6 for additional 
expectations.) 
RI.4.9 Integrate information 
from two texts on the same  
topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject 
knowledgeably.  

RI.4.2 Determine main Idea, 
details, and summarize 
informational text. 
 
RI.4.3 Explain events, 
procedures, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, 
scientific, or technical text, 
including what happened and 
why, based on specific 
information in the text. 
 
Continue Teaching: 
RI.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.4.4 (see unit 1) 

RI.4.5  Describe the overall 
structure (e.g., chronology,  
comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, 
ideas, concepts, or information in 
a text or part of a text 
 
RI.4.8 Explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence  
to support particular points in a 
text 
 
Continue Teaching: 
RI.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.4.2 (see unit 2) 
RI.4.3 (see unit 2) 
RI.4.4 (see unit 1) 
 

RI.4.6 Compare and contrast 
a firsthand and secondhand 
account of the same event or 
topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the 
information provided 
 
RI.4.7 Interpret information 
presented visually, orally, or  
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, 
animations, or interactive 
elements on Web pages) and 
explain how the information  
contributes to an 
understanding of the text in  
which it appears 
 
Continue Teaching: 
RI.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.4.2 (see unit 2) 
RI.4.3 (see unit 2) 
RI.4.4 (see unit 1) 

RI.4.10 By the end of year, read 
and comprehend  
informational texts, including 
history/social  
studies, science, and technical 
texts, in the  
grades 4–5 text complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding as 
needed at the high end of the 
range 
 
Continue Teaching: 
RI.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.4.2 (see unit 2) 
RI.4.3 (see unit 2) 
RI.4.4 (see unit 1) 
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CCSS Reading  
(Literature)  

RL.4.1 Refer to details and 
examples in a text when  
explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing 
inferences from the text 
RL.4.4 Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as they  
are used in a text, including 
those that allude to significant 
characters found in mythology 
(e.g., Herculean).   
(See grade 4 Language 
standards 4–6 for additional 
expectations.)  
 

RL.4.2 Determine a theme of 
a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text; summarize 
the text. 
RL.4.5 Explain major 
differences between poems, 
drama, and  prose, and refer 
to the structural elements of 
poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, 
meter) and drama (e.g., casts  
of characters, settings, 
descriptions, dialogue, stage  
directions) when writing or 
speaking about a text. 
 
Continue teaching: 
RL.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.4.4 (see unit 1) 

RL.4.3  Describe in depth a 
character, setting, or event  
in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text (e.g., a 
character’s thoughts, words,  
or actions) 
RL.4.6  Compare and contrast the 
point of view from which different 
stories are narrated, including the 
difference between first- and 
third-person narrations. 
 
Continue teaching: 
RL.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.4.2 (see unit 2) 
RL.4.4 (see unit 1) 
 

RL.4.7 Make connections 
between the text of a story or  
drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of the text,  
identifying where each 
version reflects specific 
descriptions and directions in 
the text. 
RL.4.9 Compare and contrast 
the treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g., 
opposition of good and evil) 
and patterns of events (e.g., 
the quest) in stories, myths,  
and traditional literature 
from different cultures 
 

Continue teaching: 
RL.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.4.2 (see unit 2) 
RL.4.3 (see unit 3) 
RL.4.4 (see unit 1) 

RL.4.10 By the end of the year, 
read and comprehend  
literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poetry, in  
the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range 
 
Continue teaching: 
RL.4.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.4.2 (see unit 2) 
RL.4.3 (see unit 3) 
RL.4.4 (see unit 1) 

CCSS 
(Speaking and 

Listening) 

SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative  
discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on grade 4  
topics and texts, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
SL.4.1a Come to discussions 
prepared, having read  
or studied required material; 
explicitly draw on that 
preparation and other 
information known about the 
topic to explore ideas under 
discussion. 
SL.4.1b  Follow agreed-upon 
rules for discussions and carry 
out assigned roles. 
SL.4.1c  Pose and respond to 
specific questions  
to clarify or follow up on 

SL.4.2 Paraphrase portions of 
a text read aloud or 
information presented in 
diverse media and formats, 
including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.4.1a-c (see unit 1) 
SL.4.6 (see unit 1) 

SL.4.3 Identify the reasons and 
evidence a speaker or media 
source provides to support 
particular points.  
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.4.1a-c (see unit 1) 
SL.4.2 (see unit 2) 
SL.4.6 (see unit 1) 

SL.4.4 Report on a topic or 
text, tell a story, or recount 
an experience in an organized  
manner, using appropriate 
facts and relevant, 
descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an understandable 
pace. 
SL.4.4a Plan and deliver a 
narrative presentation that: 
relates ideas, observations, 
or recollections; provides a 
clear context; and includes 
clear insight into why the 
event or experience is 
memorable. 
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.4.1a-c (see unit 1) 
SL.4.2 (see unit 2) 
SL.4.3 (see unit 3) 

SL.4.5 Add audio recordings and 
visual displays to presentations. 
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.4.1a-c (see unit 1) 
SL.4.2 (see unit 2) 
SL.4.3 (see unit 3) 
SL.4.4 (see unit 4) 
SL.4.6 (see unit 1) 
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information, and make 
comments that contribute to 
the discussion and link to the 
remarks of others. 
SL.4.1d  Review the key ideas 
expressed and explain their own 
ideas and understanding in light 
of the discussion. 
 
SL.4.6 Differentiate between 
contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) 
and situations where informal 
discourse is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion); use 
formal English when 
appropriate to task and 
situation. (See grade 4 
Language standards 1 and 3 for 
specific expectations. 
 

SL.4.6 (see unit 1) 

CCSS  
(Language) 

 
 

 

L.4.1f Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons. 
L.4.1g Correctly use frequently 
confused words  
(e.g., to, too, two; there, their)  
 
L.4.2a Use correct 
capitalization. 
L.4.2b Use commas and 
quotation marks to mark direct 
speech and quotations from a 
text. 
L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate 
words correctly, consulting 
references as needed 
 
L.4.3c Differentiate between 
contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) 
and situations where informal 
discourse is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion). 
 
L.4.4a Use context (e.g., 
definitions, examples, or  
restatements in text) as a clue 

L.4.1a Use interrogative, 
relative pronouns (who, 
whose, whom, which, that) 
and relative adverbs (where, 
when, why).  
L.4.1c Use modal auxiliaries 
(e.g., can, may, must) to 
convey various conditions 
L.4.1f  Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing  
and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and  
run-ons 
L.4.1g Correctly use 
frequently confused words  
(e.g., to, too, two; there, 
their)  
 
L.4.2c Use a comma before a 
coordinating conjunction in a 
compound sentence 
L.4.2d Spell grade-
appropriate words correctly, 
consulting references as 
needed 
 
L.4.5a Explain the meaning of 
simple similes and metaphors 

L.4.1b Form and use the 
progressive (e.g., I was walking; I 
am walking; I will be walking) verb 
tenses. 
L.4.1e Form and use prepositional 
phrases 
L.4.1f Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing  
and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons 
L.4.1g Correctly use frequently 
confused words  
(e.g., to, too, two; there, their)  
 
L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate 
words correctly, consulting 
references as needed 
 
L.4.5b Recognize and explain the 
meaning of common idioms, 
adages, and proverbs. 
 

L.4.1d Order adjectives 
within sentences according to 
conventional patterns (e.g.,  
a small red bag rather than  
a red small bag) 
L.4.1f  Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons 
L.4.1g Correctly use 
frequently confused words 
(e.g., to, too, two; there, 
their) 
L.4.2b Use commas and 
quotation marks to mark  
direct speech and quotations 
from a text  
L.4.2d Spell grade-
appropriate words correctly, 
consulting references as 
needed 
 
L.4.3a Choose words and 
phrases to convey ideas  
precisely 
 
 
 

L.4.1f Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing  
and correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-ons 
L.4.1g Correctly use frequently 
confused words  
(e.g., to, too, two; there, their)  
L.4.1h Write fluidly and legibly 
in cursive or joined italics. 
 
L.4.2d Spell grade-appropriate 
words correctly, consulting 
references as needed 
 
L.4.3b Choose punctuation for 
effect. 
 
L.4.6 Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate general 
academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases, including 
those that signal precise actions, 
emotions, or states of being 
(e.g.,  
quizzed, whined, stammered) 
and that are basic to a particular 
topic (e.g., wildlife, 
conservation, 
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to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 
L.4.4b Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek and Latin 
affixes and roots as clues to the 
meaning of a word (e.g., 
telegraph, photograph, 
autograph). 
L.4.4c Consult reference 
materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both  
print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation and determine or 
clarify the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases and to 
identify alternate word choices 
in all content areas.  
 

(e.g., as pretty as a picture) in 
context. 
 
 
L.4.5c  Demonstrate 
understanding of words by  
relating them to their 
opposites (antonyms) and to 
words with similar but not 
identical meanings 
(synonyms). 
 

and endangered when 
discussing animal preservation) 
 

 


