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  6th Grade: 2016-17 Year at a Glance (YAAG) 
Unit/Length Unit 1- 10 Weeks Unit 2- 8 Weeks Unit3- 6 Weeks Unit 4- 7 Weeks Unit 5- 6 Weeks 

Dates 8/8 – 10/14 10/17 – 12/15 1/9 – 2/16 2/21 – 4/21 4/24 – 6/2 

District Assessment TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 

District wide 
Cultural Focus 

Understanding ourselves helps us 
respect and empathize with others. 

We become better citizens 
when we learn about our 

own culture and the culture 
of others. 

Culture influences how we see 
the world. 

 

We value and respect others 
by focusing on their 

strengths. 

Through understanding 
and action, we will 

improve the world for 
ourselves and others. 

Theme Title Change and Adaptation Shaping Cultures and 
Continents Dynamic Interactions Development and 

Destruction Driving Forces 

P21 Themes 
Global Awareness 

Environmental Literacy Civic Literacy 

Civic Literacy & 
Financial, Economical, Business, 

and Entrepreneurial Literacy 
(FEBEL) 

Global Awareness & Health 
Literacy 

Enduring 
Understanding 

Related to P21 Themes 

Understanding change and 
adaptation in the past helps us to 

thrive in today’s society, and 
prepares us for change in the 

future. 

The Earth and its resources 
play a significant role in the 

development of culture. 

Interactions are dynamic in 
both ecosystems and cultures. 

The cycle of development 
and destruction occurs in 

multiple aspects of the 
physical world. 

Every system has one or 
more driving forces which 

directly influence the 
macrocosm. 

Second Step 
Curriculum 

 
(Please refer to the 

Second Step Schedule 
for more detailed 

information) 

Empathy and Communication 
Working in Groups 
Friends and Allies 
Considering Perspectives 
Disagreeing Respectfully 
Being Assertive 
(Oversharing) 
(Goal Setting) 
Substance Abuse Prevention 
Tobacco and Marijuana 
Alcohol and Inhalants 
Identifying Hopes and Plans 
Making a Commitment 
Bullying Prevention 
Recognizing Bullying (Bullying) 
Bystanders 

Emotion Management 
Emotions – Brain and Body 
Calming Down Strategies 
Making a Plan 
Seeking Help 
Dealing with Gossip 
Dealing with Peer Pressure 
Reviewing Second Step Skills 
Additional weeks allotted for review 
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Writing Focus Informative / Explanatory Argument Narrative Informative, Opinion, Narrative 

CCSS 
(Writing) 

 
Writing is to be 
conducted in all 
content areas 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

These writing 
standards are 

applicable to all 
genres 

 
 

W.6.2  Write informative/ 
explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, 
and information through the 
selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content. 
W.6.2a  Introduce a topic or thesis 
statement; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using 
strategies such as definition, 
classification, 
comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension.  
W.6.2b Develop the topic with 
relevant facts, definitions, 
concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 
W.6.2c Use appropriate 
transitions to clarify the 
relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 
W.6.2d Use precise language and 
domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the topic. 
W.6.2e Establish and maintain a 
formal style. 
W.6.2f Provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows 
from the information or 
explanation presented. 

W.6.1  Write arguments to 
support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant 
evidence. 
W.6.1a  Introduce claim(s) 
and organize the reasons and 
evidence clearly. 
W.6.1b  Support claim(s) 
with clear reasons and  
relevant evidence, using 
credible sources and  
demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic or 
text. 
W.6.1c Use words, phrases, 
and clauses to clarify the 
relationships among claim(s) 
and reasons. 
W.6.1d Establish and 
maintain a formal style. 
W.6.1e  Provide a concluding 
statement or section  
that follows from the 
argument presented 
W.6.10  Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time  
for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter  
time frames (a single sitting 
or a day or two) for  
a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes,  
and audiences 

W.6.3  Write narratives to 
develop real or imagined  
experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details, and well-
structured event sequences. 
W.6.3a Engage and orient the 
reader by establishing  
a context and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally and 
logically. 
W.6.3b Use narrative 
techniques, such as dialogue,  
pacing, and description, to 
develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 
W.6.3c Use a variety of 
transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and 
signal shifts from one time 
frame or setting to another. 
W.6.3d Use precise words and 
phrases, relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. 
W.6.3e Provide a conclusion 
that follows from the  
narrated experiences or events 
 

 
Writing opportunities in all 3 genres should be included 
across all content areas.  
 
This includes both short constructed responses and 
extended constructed responses. 

 

W.6.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which  the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
W.6.5  With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new 
approach. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 6.) 
W.6.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command 
of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting 
W.6.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
W.6.8  Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources; assess the credibility of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources. 
W.6.9  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

W.6.9a Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories] in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics”). 
W.6.9b  Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, distinguishing claims 
that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not”) 



Lancaster School District 
Department of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment                                                                                                                             6th Grade YAAG 2016-17 

W.6.10  Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

English Language Arts 
 

CCSS Reading 
(Informational Text) 

 

RI.6.1  Cite textual evidence to 
support analysis of what  
the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text 
RI.6.2 Determine a central idea of 
a text and how it  
is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the 
text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments 
RI.6.3  Analyze in detail how a key 
individual, event, or  
idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through 
examples or anecdotes) 

RI.6.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings. (See grade 6 
Language standards 4–6 for  
additional expectations.)  
RI.6.6 Determine an author’s 
point of view or purpose in  
a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text. 
 
Continue teaching: 
RI.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.3 (see unit 1) 

RI.6.5 Analyze how a 
particular sentence, 
paragraph, chapter, or section 
fits into the overall structure 
of a text and contributes to 
the development of the ideas. 
RI.6.5a Analyze the use of text 
features (e.g., graphics, 
headers, captions) in popular 
media.  
RI.6.7  Integrate information 
presented in different  
media or formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively) as well 
as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue 
 
 

Continue teaching: 
RI.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.3 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.4 (see unit 2) 
RI.6.6 (see unit 2) 

RI.6.8  Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific  
claims in a text, distinguishing 
claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from 
claims that are not 
RI.6.9  Compare and contrast 
one author’s presentation  
of events with that of 
another (e.g., a memoir 
written by and a biography 
on the same person) 
 

Continue teaching: 
RI.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.3 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.4 (see unit 2) 
RI.6.5  (see unit 3) 
RI.6.6 (see unit 2) 
RI.6.7  (see unit 3) 

RI.6.10 By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend  
literary nonfiction in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range 
 
Continue teaching: 
RI.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.3 (see unit 1) 
RI.6.4 (see unit 2) 
RI.6.5  (see unit 3) 
RI.6.6 (see unit 2) 
RI.6.7  (see unit 3) 
RI.6.8 (see unit 4) 
RI.6.9 (see unit 4) 

 
CCSS Reading  
(Literature)  

 

RL.6.1  Cite textual evidence to 
support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
RL.6.2  Determine a theme or 
central idea of a text  
and how it is conveyed through 
particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 
RL.6.3: Describe how a particular 
story’s or drama’s  
plot unfolds in a series of episodes 
as well as how the characters 
respond or change as the plot 
moves toward a resolution 
 

RL.6.4 Determine the 
meaning of words and  
phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; 
analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. (See 
grade 6 Language standards 
4–6 for additional 
expectations.)  
RL.6.6  Explain how an 
author develops the point of  
view of the narrator or 
speaker in a text. 
 
Continue teaching: 
RL.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.3 (see unit 1) 

RL.6.5  Analyze how a 
particular sentence, chapter,  
scene, or stanza fits into the 
overall structure of a text and 
contributes to the 
development of the theme, 
setting, or plot. 
RL.6.7 Compare and contrast 
the experience of reading  
a story, drama, or poem to 
listening to or viewing  
an audio, video, or live version 
of the text, including 
contrasting what they “see” 
and “hear” when reading the 
text to what they perceive 
when they listen or watch 
Continue teaching: 
RL.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.3 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.4 (see unit 2) 
RL.6.6 (see unit 2) 

RL. 6.9  Compare and 
contrast texts in different 
forms or  
genres (e.g., stories and 
poems; historical novels and 
fantasy stories) in terms of 
their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 
 
Continue teaching: 
RL.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.3 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.4 (see unit 2) 
RL.6.5  (see unit 3) 
RL.6.6 (see unit 2) 
RL.6.7  (see unit 3) 

RL.6.10   By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend  
literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with 
scaffolding as needed at the 
high end of the range 
 
Continue teaching: 
RL.6.1 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.2 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.3 (see unit 1) 
RL.6.4 (see unit 2) 
RL.6.5  (see unit 3) 
RL.6.6 (see unit 2) 
RL.6.7  (see unit 3) 
RL.6.9 (see unit 4) 



Lancaster School District 
Department of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment                                                                                                                             6th Grade YAAG 2016-17 

CCSS 
(Speaking and 

Listening) 
 

SL.6.1 Engage effectively in a 
range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 6 topics,  
texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their 
own clearly. 
SL.6.1a Come to discussions 
prepared, having read or studied 
required material; explicitly draw 
on that preparation by referring 
to evidence on the topic, text, or 
issue to probe and reflect on ideas 
under discussion. 
SL.6.1b Follow rules for collegial 
discussions, set  specific goals and 
deadlines, and define individual 
roles as needed. 
SL.6.1c  Pose and respond to 
specific questions with  
elaboration and detail by making 
comments that contribute to the 
topic, text, or issue under 
discussion. 
SL.6.1d  Review the key ideas 
expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple  
perspectives through reflection 
and paraphrasing 
SL. 6.4 Present claims and findings  
(e.g., argument, narrative, 
informative, response to 
literature presentations), 
sequencing ideas logically and  
using pertinent descriptions, facts, 
and details and nonverbal 
elements to accentuate main  
ideas or themes; use appropriate 
eye contact, adequate volume, 
and clear pronunciation. 
SL.6.4a Plan and deliver an 
informative/explanatory  
presentation that: develops a 
topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, and concrete details; 
uses appropriate transitions to 
clarify relationships; uses precise 
language and domain specific 

SL.6.2  Interpret information 
presented in diverse media  
and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally)  
and explain how it 
contributes to a topic, text, 
or issue under study. 
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.6.1 (See Unit ) 
SL. 6.4 (See Unit 1) 
SL. 6.6 (See Unit 1) 

SL.6.3 Delineate a speaker’s 
argument and specific  
claims, distinguishing claims 
that are supported by reasons 
and evidence from claims that 
are not. 
 
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
SL.6.2( See Unit 2) 
SL. 6.4 (See Unit 1) 
SL. 6.6 (See Unit 1) 

SL.6.5 Include multimedia 
components (e.g., graphics,  
images, music, sound) and 
visual displays in 
presentations to clarify 
information 
 
Continue teaching: 
SL.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
SL.6.2( See Unit 2) 
SL.6.3 (See Unit 3) 
SL. 6.4 (See Unit 1) 
SL. 6.6 (See Unit 1) 

Continue teaching: 
SL.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
SL.6.2( See Unit 2) 
SL.6.3 (See Unit 3) 
SL. 6.4 (See Unit 1) 
SL.6.5 (See Unit 5) 
SL. 6.6 (See Unit 1) 



Lancaster School District 
Department of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment                                                                                                                             6th Grade YAAG 2016-17 

vocabulary; and provides a strong 
conclusion. 
SL. 6.6  Adapt speech to a variety 
of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of 
formal English when indicated or 
appropriate. (See grade 6 
Language standards 1 and 3 for 
specific expectations.) 
 

CCSS  
(Language) 

 

L.6.1  Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and usage when writing or 
speaking. 
L.6.1a Ensure that pronouns are in 
the proper case (subjective, 
objective, possessive). 
L.6.1b Use all pronouns, including 
intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, 
ourselves) correctly.  
L.6.1c Recognize and correct 
inappropriate shifts in pronoun 
number and person. 
L.6.1d  Recognize and correct vague 
pronouns (i.e., ones with unclear or 
ambiguous antecedents). 
L.6.1e  Recognize variations from 
standard English in their own and 
others’ writing and speaking, and 
identify and use strategies to 
improve expression in conventional 
language 
L.6.2  Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling when writing. 
L.6.4  Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 6 reading 
and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies. 
L.6.4a  Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or phrase. 
L.6.4b  Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of 
a word (e.g., audience, auditory, 
audible). 

L.6.2a  Use punctuation 
(commas, parentheses,  
dashes) to set off 
nonrestrictive/parenthetical 
elements. 
 
Continue teaching: 
L.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.2 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.4 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.6 (See Unit 1) 

 

L.6.5  Demonstrate 
understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
L.6.5a  Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., personification) 
in context. 
L.6.5b Use the relationship 
between particular words 
(e.g., cause/effect, 
part/whole, item/category) 
to better understand each of 
the words. 
L.6.5c  Distinguish among the 
connotations (associations) of 
words with similar 
denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
stingy, scrimping, economical, 
unwasteful, thrifty) 
 
Continue teaching: 
L.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.2 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.4 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.6 (See Unit 1) 
 

L.6.3 Use knowledge of 
language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
L.6.3a  Vary sentence 
patterns for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and 
style. 
L.6.3b Maintain consistency 
in style and tone. 
Continue teaching: 
L.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.2 (See Unit 1 and 2) 
L.6.4 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.5  (See Unit 3) 
L.6.6 (See Unit 1) 
 

Continue teaching: 
L.6.1 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.2 (See Unit 1 and 2) 
L.6.3 (See Unit 4) 
L.6.4 (See Unit 1) 
L.6.5  (See Unit 3) 
L.6.6 (See Unit 1) 

 



Lancaster School District 
Department of Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment                                                                                                                             6th Grade YAAG 2016-17 

L.6.4c  Consult reference materials 
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or 
determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 
L.6.4d  Verify the preliminary 
determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking 
the inferred meaning in context 
or in a dictionary) 
L. 6.6  Acquire and use accurately 
grade-appropriate general academic 
and domain-specific words and 
phrases; gather vocabulary 
knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 
expression. 
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 Social Studies 

Social Studies  
Content Standards 

6.1 Students describe what is 
known through 
archaeological studies of the 
early physical and cultural 
development of humankind 
from the Paleolithic era to 
the agricultural revolution.  
*focus on Mesopotamia 
6.1.1 Describe the hunter-
gatherer societies, including 
the development of tools and 
the use of fire.  
6.1.2 Identify the locations of 
human communities that 
populated the major regions 
of the world and describe how 
humans adapted to a variety 
of environments.  
6.1.3  Discuss the climatic 
changes and human 
modifications of the physical 
environment that gave rise to 
the domestication of plants 
and animals and new sources 
of clothing  
and shelter 
  
6.2 Students analyze the 
geographic, political, 
economic, religious, and 
social structures of the early 
civilizations of Mesopotamia, 
Egypt, and Kush.  
6.2.1 Locate and describe the 
major river systems and 
discuss the physical settings 
that supported permanent 
settlement and early 
civilizations.  
6.2.2 Trace the development 
of agricultural techniques that 
permitted the production of  
economic surplus and the 
emergence of cities as centers 
of culture and power.  
6.2.3 Understand the 

6.1 Students describe what 
is known through 
archaeological studies of the 
early physical and cultural 
development of humankind 
from the Paleolithic era to 
the agricultural revolution.  
*focus on Egypt/Kush 
6.2.1 Locate and describe the 
major river systems and 
discuss the physical settings 
that supported permanent 
settlement and early 
civilizations.  
6.2.3 Understand the 
relationship between religion 
and the social and political 
order in Mesopotamia and 
Egypt.  
6.2.4 Know the significance 
of Hammurabi’s Code.  
6.2.5 Discuss the main 
features of Egyptian art and 
architecture.  
6.2.6 Describe the role of 
Egyptian trade in the eastern 
Mediterranean and Nile 
valley.  
6.2.7 Understand the 
significance of Queen 
Hatshepsut and Ramses the 
Great.  
6.2.8 Identify the location of 
the Kush civilization and 
describe its political, 
commercial, and cultural 
relations with Egypt.  
6.2.9 Trace the evolution of 
language and its written 
forms. 
 
6.3 Students analyze the 
geographic, political, 
economic, religious, and 
social structures of the 
Ancient Hebrews.  

6.4 Students analyze the 
geographic, political, 
economic, religious, and 
social structures of the early 
civilizations of Ancient 
Greece.  
6.4.1 Discuss the connections 
between geography and the 
development of city-states in 
the region of the Aegean Sea, 
including patterns of trade 
and commerce among Greek  
city-states and within the 
wider Mediterranean region.  
6.4.2 Trace the transition 
from tyranny and oligarchy 
to early democratic forms of 
government and back to 
dictatorship in ancient 
Greece, including the 
significance of the  
invention of the idea of 
citizenship (e.g., from  
Pericles’ Funeral Oration).  
6.4.3 State the key 
differences between 
Athenian, or direct, 
democracy and 
representative democracy.  
6.4.4 Explain the significance 
of Greek mythology to the 
everyday life of people in the  
region and how Greek 
literature continues to 
permeate our literature and 
language today, drawing 
from Greek mythology and 
epics, such as Homer’s Iliad 
and Odyssey, and from 
Aesop’s Fables.  
6.4.5 Outline the founding, 
expansion, and political 
organization of the Persian 
Empire.  
6.4.6  Compare and contrast 
life in Athens and Sparta, 

6.7 Students analyze the 
geographic, political, 
economic, religious, and 
social structures during the 
development of Rome.  
6.7.1 Identify the location and 
describe the rise of the Roman 
Republic, including the impor-
tance of such mythical and 
historical figures as Aeneas, 
Romulus and Remus,  
Cincinnatus, Julius Caesar, and 
Cicero.  
6.7.2 Describe the 
government of the Roman 
Republic and its significance 
(e.g., written constitution and 
tripartite government, checks 
and balances, civic duty).  
6.7.3 Identify the location of 
and the political and 
geographic reasons for the 
growth of Roman territories 
and expansion of the empire, 
including how the empire 
fostered economic growth 
through the use of currency 
and trade routes.  
6.7.4 Discuss the influence of 
Julius Caesar and Augustus in 
Rome’s transition from 
republic to empire.  
6.7.5 Trace the migration of 
Jews around the 
Mediterranean region and the 
effects of their conflict with 
the Romans, including the 
Romans’ restrictions on their 
right to live in Jerusalem.  
6.7.6 Note the origins of 
Christianity in the Jewish 
Messianic prophecies, the life 
and teachings of Jesus of 
Nazareth as described in the 
New Testament, and the 
contribution of St. Paul the 

6.5 Students analyze the 
geographic, political, 
economic, religious, and 
social structures of the 
early civilizations of 
India.  
6.5.1 Locate and describe the 
major river system and 
discuss the physical setting 
that supported the rise of 
this civilization.  
6.5.2 Discuss the significance 
of the Aryan invasions.  
6.5.3 Explain the major 
beliefs and practices of 
Brahmanism in India and 
how they evolved into early 
Hinduism.  
6.5.4  Outline the social 
structure of the caste 
system.  
6.5.5 Know the life and moral 
teachings of Buddha and 
how Buddhism spread in 
India, Ceylon, and Central 
Asia.  
6.5.6 Describe the growth of 
the Maurya empire and the 
political and moral 
achievements of the 
emperor Asoka.  
6.5.7 Discuss important 
aesthetic and intellectual 
traditions (e.g., Sanskrit 
literature, including the  
Bhagavad Gita; medicine; 
metallurgy; and 
mathematics, including 
Hindu-Arabic numerals and 
the zero).  
6.6 Students analyze the 
geographic, political, 
economic, religious, and 
social structures of the early 
civilizations of China.  
6.6.1 Locate and describe the 
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relationship between 
religion and the social and 
political order in  
Mesopotamia and Egypt.  
6.2.4 Know the significance 
of Hammurabi’s Code.  
6.2.9 Trace the evolution of 
language and its written 
forms.  
 

6.3.1 Describe the origins 
and significance of Judaism 
as the first monotheistic 
religion based on the 
concept of one God who sets 
down moral laws for 
humanity.  
6.3.2 Identify the sources of 
the ethical teachings and 
central beliefs of Judaism 
(the Hebrew Bible, the 
Commentaries): belief in 
God, observance of law, 
practice of the concepts of  
righteousness and justice, 
and importance of study; and 
describe how the ideas of the  
Hebrew traditions are 
reflected in the moral and 
ethical traditions of Western 
civilization.  
6.3.3 Explain the significance 
of Abraham, Moses, Naomi, 
Ruth, David, and Yohananben 
Zaccai in the development of 
the Jewish religion.  
6.3.4 Discuss the locations of 
the settlements and 
movements of Hebrew 
peoples, including  
the Exodus and their 
movement to and from 
Egypt, and outline the 
significance of the  
Exodus to the Jewish and 
other people.  
6.3.5 Discuss how Judaism 
survived and developed 
despite the continuing 
dispersion of much of the 
Jewish population from 
Jerusalem and the rest of 
Israel after the destruction of 
the second Temple in A.D. 
70.  

with emphasis on their roles 
in the Persian and 
Peloponnesian Wars.  
6.4.7 Trace the rise of 
Alexander the Great and the 
spread of Greek culture 
eastward and  
into Egypt.  
6.4.8 Describe the enduring 
contributions of important 
Greek figures in the arts and 
sciences (e.g., Hypatia, 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, 
Euclid, Thucydides).  
 

Apostle to the definition and 
spread of Christian beliefs 
(e.g., belief in the Trinity, 
resurrection, salvation).  
6.7.7 Describe the 
circumstances that led to the 
spread of Christianity in 
Europe and other  
Roman territories.  
6.7.8 Discuss the legacies of 
Roman art and architecture, 
technology and science, 
literature, language, and law.  
  

origins of Chinese civilization 
in the Huang-He Valley 
during the Shang Dynasty.  
6.6.2 Explain the geographic 
features of China that made 
governance and the spread 
of ideas and goods difficult 
and served to isolate the 
country from the rest of the 
world.  
6.6.3 Know about the life of 
Confucius and the 
fundamental teachings of 
Confucianism and  
Taoism.  
6.6.4 Identify the political 
and cultural problems 
prevalent in the time of 
Confucius and how he sought 
to solve them.  
6.6.5 List the policies and 
achievements of the 
emperor Shi Huangdi in 
unifying northern  
China under the Qin Dynasty.  
6.6.6 Detail the political 
contributions of the Han 
Dynasty to the development 
of the imperial bureaucratic 
state and the expansion of 
the empire.  
6.6.7 Cite the significance of 
the trans-Eurasian “silk 
roads” in the period of the 
Han Dynasty and Roman 
Empire and their locations.  
6.6.8  Describe the diffusion 
of Buddhism northward to 
China during the Han 
Dynasty.  
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CCSS Reading 
(Literacy in 
History/SS) 

RH.1: Cite specific textual 
evidence to support analysis  
of primary and secondary 
sources 
RH.2 Determine the central 
ideas or information of  
a primary or secondary 
source; provide an  
accurate summary of the 
source distinct from  
prior knowledge or opinions 
RH.3  Identify key steps in a 
text’s description of  
a process related to 
history/social studies  
(e.g., how a bill becomes law, 
how interest rates  
are raised or lowered) 

RH.4: Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in 
a text, including vocabulary  
specific to domains related 
to history/social studies. 
 
RH.6: Identify aspects of a 
text that reveal an author’s  
point of view or purpose 
(e.g., loaded language,  
inclusion or avoidance of 
particular facts). 
 
Continue teaching: 
RH.1 (See Unit 1) 
RH.2 (See Unit 1) 
RH.3 (See Unit 1) 

RH.5: Describe how a text 
presents information  
(e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally) 
 
RH.7: Integrate visual 
information (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, photographs, 
videos, or maps) with other 
information in print and 
digital texts. 
 
Continue teaching: 
RH.1 (See Unit 1) 
RH.2 (See Unit 1) 
RH.3 (See Unit 1) 
RH.4 (See Unit 2) 
RH.6 (See Unit 2) 

RH. 8: Distinguish among 
fact, opinion, and reasoned 
judgment in a text. 
RH. 9: Analyze the 
relationship between a 
primary and secondary 
source on the same topic  
 
Continue teaching: 
RH.1 (See Unit 1) 
RH.2 (See Unit 1) 
RH.3 (See Unit 1) 
RH.4 (See Unit 2) 
RH.5 (See Unit 3) 
RH.6 (See Unit 2) 
RH.7 (See Unit 3) 

Continue teaching: 
RH.1 (See Unit 1) 
RH.2 (See Unit 1) 
RH.3 (See Unit 1) 
RH.4 (See Unit 2) 
RH.5 (See Unit 3) 
RH.6 (See Unit 2) 
RH.7 (See Unit 3) 
RH.8 (See Unit 4) 
RH.9 (See Unit 4) 

CCSS Writing  
(History Science, and 
Technical Subjects) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WHST.2: Write 
informative/explanatory 
texts, including the narration 
of historical events, 
Scientific 
procedures/experiments, or 
technical processes. 
WHST.2a Introduce a topic 
clearly, previewing 
what is to follow; organize 
ideas, concepts, and 
information into broader 
categories as appropriate to 
achieving purpose; include 
formatting (e.g.,headings), 
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), 
and multimedia when useful 
to aiding comprehension. 
WHST.2b  Develop the topic 
with relevant, well-chosen 
facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other 
information and examples. 
WHST.2c  Use appropriate 
and varied transitions 
to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 
WHST.2d  Use precise 
language and domain- 
specific vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the topic. 
WHST.2e Establish and 

WHST.1: Write arguments 
focused on discipline-
specific content. 
WHST.1a Introduce precise 
claim(s), distinguish the 
claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create 
an organization that 
establishes clear 
relationships among the 
claim(s), counterclaims, 
reasons, and evidence. 
WHST.1b  Develop claim(s) 
and counterclaims fairly, 
supplying data and 
evidence for each while 
pointing out the strengths 
and limitations of both 
claim(s) and counterclaims 
in a discipline-appropriate 
form and in a manner that 
anticipates the audience’s 
knowledge level and 
concerns. 
WHST.1c  Use words, 
phrases, and clauses to link 
themajor sections of the 
text, create cohesion, and 
clarify the relationships 
between claim(s) and 
reasons, between reasons 
and evidence, and between 
claim(s) and counterclaims. 

WHST.3 (note) Students will 
incorporate narrative 
elements into arguments and 
informative/explanatory 
texts. 
 

Writing opportunities in all 3 genres should be included 
across all content areas.  
 
This includes both short constructed responses and extended 
constructed responses. 
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These writing standards 
are applicable to all 

genres 
 

maintain a formal style 
and objective tone. 
WHST.2f  Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented 
 

WHST.1d  Establish and 
maintain a formal style and 
objective tone while 
attending to the norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline in which they are 
writing. 
WHST.1e  Provide a 
concluding statement or 
section that follows from or 
supports the argument 
presented. 

WHST.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
WHST.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. 
WHST.6:  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas clearly 
and efficiently. 
WHST.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration 
WHST.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources (primary and secondary), using search terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard 
format for citation. 
WHST.9  Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research. 
WHST.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
 
 

Science and Technical Subjects (Math, STEM, electives) 
  *Please refer to the Lancaster School District  2016-2017 NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards) roll-out plan 

 


